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PREFACE. 


0 | 

HAVING frequently obſerved that ſome Jews at- 

tended my preaching, I was led to reflect on the 
preſent ſtate of that dear neglected people. The more 
attentively I confidered the matter, the more ſen- 
ſibly was my compaſſion excited, and the more power- 
fully were my affections drawn out towards them. 
At length my heart diſſolved in pity; and I deter- 


| mined to preach to them on a ſubject, in which, I con- 


ceive, they are deeply intereſted. - This I did: and 
multitudes of them, knowing my intention, honoured 
me with a candid hearing. The diſcqurſe itſelf I 
now publiſh; in compliance with the earneſt ſoli- 
Citation of ſeveral who heard it; in vindication of 
myſelf from the errors and abſurdities ſome mercenary 
printers and bookſellers would father upon me in their 


ſurreptitious editions; and in hopes that the profits, 


ariſing from the ſale of it among the Gentiles, will 
enable me to diſtribute the copies gratis to the Jews. 


WILLIAM COOPER. 
London, Sept. 5, 1796. wg | 
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_ » The Service commenced with ſinging the following 


HYMN, 
THE God of Abr' ham praiſe, 
Who reigns enthron'd above; 
Ancient of everlaſting days, 
And God of love: 
- Jehovah, great- I AM! 
By earth and heav'n confeſt; 
I bos and bleſs the ſacred name, 
or ever bleſt. 


The God of Abr'bom praiſe, rs 
At whoſe ſupreme command 4b 
From earth I riſe—and ſeek the Joys 
At his right hand. 
all on earth forfake; 
Its wiſdom, fame, and pow rs 


And him my only portion make, 


My ſhield and tower. 


The goodly land I ſee, 
With peace and plenty bleſt, 
A land of ſacred liberty, 
And endleſs reſt. 
There milk and honey for: 
And oil and wine abound; 
And trees of life for ever grow, 
With mercy crown'd. 


The whole triumphant hoſt 
Give thanks to God on high; \ 
« Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt,” 
They ever cry; 
Hail, Alr bam God and mine; 
I join the heav*nly lays ; 
All might and majeſty are thine, 
And endleſs praiſe. 


* 


e 


6s ) 


THE PRAYER. 


O thou God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of Jacob ! 
behold the company of poor ſinners, Jews and 


Gent les, this, day in thy great preſence. O Lord 


God! bow down, and bleſs with thy ſmiles this nu- 


merous congregation ; be in the midſt of this people 


as thou waſt in the midſt of the camp of Iſrael of old, 


and let that glory which went before them, be ſhewn 


unto us. O Lord God Almighty! behold thechil- 


. dren of Iſrael; and ſtretch forth, for their deliver-. 


ance, thy hand, which is not ſhortened that it can- 
not ſave; and let thine ear, which is not heavy, be 
inclined to our petitions. We deſire to praife thy 
name for all the wonders that are recorded in thy 
bleſſed word. Thou didſt take thy ſervant Abraham 


of old out of the land where he was; thou didſt 


call him into a land where he had never been; and 
thou didlt, contrary to nature, give him a ſon, from 


whom thou didſt promiſe a ſeed ſhould come, in which 
all the nations of the earth ſhould be blefled. Thou 
didſt, by wonderful mercies—thou didſt, by wonder- 
ful providences, prote& them and their children, when 
they ſtood in need of thy protection. Thine arm was 
ſtretched forth for their help. Thou didſt call them 
to go, and it was of thy wiſdom that they did go, into a 
land where they were in captivity for an appointed 
time. There, Lord, thou didſt bleſs them. Thou waſt 
not forgetful of thy promiſe; but, notwithſtanding their 
rebelhon, thou cauſedſt them to multiply into an ex- 
ceeding great nation; and when the time appointed 


was come, in the very hour which thou hadſt a 


pointed, notwithſtanding their frequent rebellion 


a 


"3s $8 


againſt thee, thou waſt regardful of thy CY 
and didſt deliver them. Thou didſt bring them ont of 
Egypt with a mighty hand; thou didſt divide the Red- 
Sea, that thine Iſrae] might paſs through. Their ene- - 
mies, purſuing them, were overwhelmed in the deep, 
while they paſſed through dry-ſhod, ſinging thy 
praiſes. Again they rebelled againſt thee, and thou 
didſt lead them about in a waſte, howling wilder- 
_ meſs; nevertheleſs thou didſt carry them like an ea- 
gle, and keep them as the apple of thine eye, 
Though thou didſt bring down thy judgments upon 
them, yet juſtice was always tempered with mercy ; 
and thou didſt never puniſh them as their ſins de- 
| ferved. At length, after forty years, thou didſt bring 9 
' | them into the land which thou hadſt prepared for | 
them; their enemies, though mighty, falling before | 
them: there they worſhipped thee, and there they 
enjoyed thy preſence ; till at length thou didſt take 
thy preſence for a little time from them, and ſufferedſt 
them to fall before their enemies. Nevertheleſs, at 
the appointed time, thou didſt reſtore them. They 
- offended again and again; and were again and again 
| , "captivated, and again delivered. They were under 
| - © © captivity, according to thy prophecies, ſeventy years; 
| 


r ep Oo —— 


but thou wast faithful, O God! and at the expira- " 
tion of the appointed time, thou didſt ſend thy ſer- 
| vants of old to be their leaders; and, according to thy 
| - promile, didſt bring them again to their land; and thy 
| " temple was again reſtored to them. They continued 
4 there, in different ſtates and conditions, for many years; 
8 till at length the Romans, the people whom thou 
_ _  - hadft permitted to come, overpowered them, and the 
ſceptre departed from Judah, and the lawgiver from 
between his feet. O Lord God! thou didſt ſay in 
thy word, that there ſhould then appear a wonderful 
man upon earth ; Lord, teach us what we ſhould 


think of that man. Thou ſcatteredſt the abroad ; 


at 


— 


— ä ( äÆUà—ũ 2 2 


i the glory. O Lord! as this is my birth-day, let it 1 4 


ö | tiles, but more eſpecially for thine ancient Iſrael, thy 


1 . 
at this day they have no prieſt, no ſacriſice, no tem- 
ple, nor can they worſhip thee according to thy law. 
But thou haſt promiſed that Iſrael ſhall be ſaved in 


the Lord with an everlaſting falvation. Let this day, = 
O God! be the beginning of their deliverance. Now, = 


< 


O God of gods, Light of lights, ſhine- down into 
our hearts, chaſe away the clouds of unbelief and ig- 1 
norance, and give us faith in thee, as Abraham thy = 
ſervant had. Thou didſt ſay to Abraham, In thy 1 
ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed. 8 
Many have ariſen who have pretended to be this pro- =, 

miſed ſeed, and have proved otherwiſe ; but there 1 
l was a man who, when the ſceptre was about to de- 1 
part, did great miracles, and the Jews themſelves 
bore witneſs of them. Teach us, O Lord! what -* 
we ſhould think of that man. If he be the Meſſhah, = 
O God] let us believe in him. Lead us into all truth, = 
teach us to underſtand thy word, and thine: ſhall be 


be the birth-day of thouſands, and let thy preſence 
be ſhewn to Iſrael in a peculiar manner to-day. Hear 

us, O God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of Jacob! 
and do more and better for us, poor unworthy Gen- 


dear people, the Jews, than we can aſk or think. 
% Our Father, which art in heaven, &c.“ 


— —„—r 


HYMN, AFTER PRAYER. 


BEFORE Jehovah's awful throne, 
Ve nations, bow with facred joy; 
Know that the Lord is God alone, 

He can create, and he deſtroy. 


1 
2 


FL.” 


£6; 3 


His ſov'reign pow'r, without our aid, 
Made us of clay, and form'd us men ; 
And when, like wand'ring ſheep, we ſtray'd, 

He brought us to his Fold again. 


We'll croud thy gates with thankful ſongs, 
High as the, heav'ns our voices raiſe; 
And earth, with her ten thouſand tongues, 

Shall fill thy courts with ſounding praiſe. 


Wide as the world is thy command; 

Vaſt as eternity thy love; 
Firm as a rock thy truth muſt ſtand, 
When rolling years ſhall ceaſe to move. 


- 


1 

2 
Co 
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S ER M ON. 
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ce And in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth be 
bleſſed.” Gen. xxii. 18. 


BLESSED be-the God of Abraham for the glorious 
fight which I'now behold! Thouſands of divers 
nations, Jews and Gentiles, are aſſembled beneath 
this roof to hear the word of God! O may the Spi- 
rit of the Almighty enable me to preach it faithfully, 
and may your hearts be opened cordially to re- 
ceive it 

- Gentile ſinners, you are this day highly honoured 
with the preſence. of a noble nation. Behold the 
ancient Iſtael of God; and, conſcious of your own 
interiority, reverence them as your ſuperiors, 

Ye ancient Ifrael of God, we view you with raps 
turous delight and veneration ; nor are we aſhamed 
to acknowledge your great ſuperiority. Our fore- 
fathers, forgetting your high deſcent, may have in- 
fulted you, but we diſclaim their baſe actions, and 
would atone for their faults by double humiliation. 
You are the lineal deſcendants of God's ancient choſen 
people; we are the children of idolatrous and exe- 
crable Gentiles. To you were committed the lively 
oracles of God, while our fathers groped in ignorance, 
and periſhed for lack of knowledge Let your 
fathers prayed for us; atid we, prompted by gratitude, 
would imitate their conduct, and ſeeK to do you good. 


AQuated by this motive, I, an unworthy worm, pre- 
B , 


. ts ſume 


„ 


| fume this day to preach unto you the word of the 


Lord. Not that I am wiſer than you. No; I am 
only a poor child, compleating this day my twentieth 
year; but convinced of my own inablility to inſtru& 
grey hairs, I earneſtly pray the Lord to be unto me 
a mouth and wiſdom. a 3 
As I am ſtanding before a company of Jews, amon 
whom are many learned men, it might be e 
by ſome that I ſhould addreſs them in a learned man- 
ner. This, however, I cannot do; for I candidly 
confeſs, in the preſence of you all, that I underſtand 
no language but the Engliſh. Craving, therefore, in- 
dulgence, if, in pronouncing Hebrew names, my ac- 
cent ſhould be improper, and intreating the moft 
candid attention whilſt I reaſon on the doctrines of 
this book with all poſſible perſpicuity and plainneſs, 
L enter on the great work before me with fear and 
trembling. _ 

There is littfe occaſion, I preſume, for acquainting 
this aſſembly with the remarkable occurrence which 


ſeems to be a prelude to the gracious promiſe in my 


text. For the ſake, however, of thoſe who are unin- 
formed, ſhould any ſuch be here preſent, a brief re- 
cital may be neceſſary. 

God having called Abraham from his native land in- 
to a ſtrange country, gave him the promiſe of a ſon, 
from whom a numerous progeny ſhould deſcend ; 
though, at that time, Abraham was an hundred years 
old, and Sarah, according to the courſe of nature, paſt 
child-bearing.. Abraham believed in God; but ſo far 
was Sarah from thinking ſuch an event poſhble, that 
whenthe promiſe was given, ſhe laughed, ſaying, with 
an air of incredulity, Shall I bear a ſon?ꝰ Neverthe- 
leſs, Sarah did conceive, and bare a fon to Abraham, in 
his old age, at the ſet time of which God had ſpoken to 


bim (Gen. xxi. 2); and from him, thus miraculouſly 
- conceived, when the ſprings of nature were dried up, 


the Meſſiah himdeli was to deſcend, in a manner as im- 


1 


poſſible in the eye of ſenſe, as a root eould ſpring up 
out of dry ground. ws. 

For the further trial of Abraham's faith, God faith 
to him, when Iſaac was grown up, Take now thy ſon, 
thy only ſon Iſaac, whom thou loveſt, and get thee 
te into the land of Moriah ; and offer him there, for a 
4e burnt-offering, upon one of the mountains which I 
ce will tell thee of.” The good man roſe early in the 
morning, and taking his ſon, and the things needful for 
the ſacrifice, began his journey. On the third day, Ol 
painful fight ! he lift up his eyes, and beheld the place 
afar off where his lamb muſt bleed. O! aſtoniſhing 
faith! that enabled him to proceed at the divine com- 
mand, while nature's perſuaſive voice, like the tempt- 
ing ſerpent, urges him to diſobey. But nature, al- 
ready bleeding, receives another wound; for, as they 
went on both of them together, Iſaac ſaid, My fa. 
-< ther; and he replied, Here am I my fon. And he 
<« ſaid, Behold the fire and the wood, but where is 
„ the lamb for a burnt-offering?” And Abraham 
© ſaid, My ſon, God will provide himſelf a lamb for 
5 a burnt- offering.“ At ſuch a queſtion what muſt he 
feel! how difficult to ſuppreſs the tears that were 
ready to burſt from his eyes! © Ah! dear child, little 
doſt thou think what I am about to do. Thou art 
the lamb. My hand muſt fix in thy beloved breaſt 
the deadly ſteel.” He ſtruggles againſt the killing 
thought, and perſeveres. At length they reach the 
place. There Abraham builds the altar, and on the 
altar he lays the wood in order. He binds his ſon, 
and lays him on the wood. Taking the fatal knife, 
he ſtretches forth his hand, and ſtands prepared to 
flay his ſon. O Abraham! forbear. If thy faith be deaf 
to nature's voice, liſten one moment to what reaſon 
has to ſay. Art thou not to be the father of many 
nations? Is it not faid, © In Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be 
called?“ How can the divine prediction be tulfilled if 
Iſaac dies without a child ? Drop therefore the knife, 
and let thy darling live.” But no; the man of God 

WE B 2 obey 


'12 } 
obeys the voice of 4 ; and now behold the fon 


of promiſe ready to receive the mortal wound Juſt 


at that inſtant “the angel of the Lord called to him 
* out of heaven, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, 
& neither do thou any thing unto him; for now I 
% know that thou feareſt God, ſeeing thou hat n-/t 
„% withheld thy fon, thine only fon from me. And 
% Abraham looked, and behold behind him a ram 


& caught in a thicket by his horns,; and he went, 


«and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt- 
« offering in the ſtead of his ſon. And the angel 
4 of the Lord called to him out of heaven, the le- 


„ cond time, and ſaid, By myſelf have I ſworn, faith 
«© the Lord, tor becauſe thou haſt done this thing, 


„ and haſt not withheld thy ſon, thine only ſon, that 


&« in bleſſing | will bleſs thee, and in multiplying I will 
“ multiply thy feed as the ſtars of the heaven, and as 
ee the ſand upon the ſea-ſhore ; and thy ſeed ſhall poſ- 
e ſeſs the gate of his enemies. And,” then follows 


the GRAND ROM, © In thy ſeed ſhall all the na- 


« tions of the earth be bleſſed. 
This promiſe is made to Abraham, that illuſtrious 


character, whom Jews and Gentiles reverence, and 


whom God himſelf delighted to honour. His name 


once was Ab-ram, mighty-father, but God chang- 


ed it to Abraham, the father of multitudes, or 
nations, as it is ſaid, Gen. xvii. 5. the fa- 
s ther of many nations have 1 made thee.” This 
could not be ſpoken of him in relation to his progeny 
after the fleſh, tor he was the father of Iſrael only, a 


+ fingle nation; it muſt, therefore, deſign that ſpiritual 
' race that ſhould ſpring from this str Eb, in whom all 


the nations of the earth are to be bleed. We join 


with you in denominating Abraham, by way of emi- 


nence, * the father of the faithful. How juſtly he 
delerves this title, may be inferred from what hath 
been ſaid. Not becauſe he is either the author of 


faith, or the object of it, but becauſe his faith was, of 


all men's, the greateſt and moſt conſpicuous : and as 
| k you 


( 43 ) 


you are his children after the fleſh, I pray God yow 
may be imitaters of his faithfulneſs. 

He is likewiſe called, „the friend of God;“ the 
molt dignified appellation that ever was conferred on 
a mortal man. In conſequence of this friendſhip he 
was admitted to the greateſt confidence and familiari- 
ty, inſomuch that God would not deſtroy the cities of 
the plain without firſt acquainting him with his de- 
ſign. | ©* Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which 
« I do?” I grant that in the Canticles, he calls his peo- 
ple, collectively, friends; ſaying, ** Eat, O friends! 
and drink abundantly, O beloved!“ but he ne- 
ver ſpake to any individual of them but Abraham, 
in terms of intimacy like theſe. 

The Jewiſh nation, being the natural poſterity of 
this faithful Abraham, this friend of God, and bear- 
ing in their countenances the marks ot their high de- 
ſcent, derive no ſmall honour from this very circum- 
ſtance. The meaneſt Jew has in this reſpe& more 
dignity than the greateſt Princes; for kingly deſcent 
cannot be traced ſo high, nor can the proudeſt mo- 
narch upon earth boaſt of ſuch noble progenitors. 
What warrior can be compared with David, or who, 


for wiſdom and riches,. can vie with Solomon? 


Yet theſe, O ye Jews! were your anceſtors, and fo 
allo were many prophets and kings, whoſe names God 
himſelf has recorded with the higheſt honour, that 
they may be held in everlaſting remembrance. If 
we Gentile ſinners do not, in a manner, honour you 
as kings, and account ourſelves your ſervants, we diſ- 
grace our proteſſion. Your nation was once the 
glory and terror of the world, and though that glory 
is now no more, it would be ſhameful in us to de- 
ſpiſe you; for the chiefeſt glory of your nation yet 
remains, that c of Abraham ia whom. all the nations 
of the earth are to be bleſſed. | 
Ihe word ſeed confines the promiſe to one family, 
and indeed, to one perſon, that is, the Meſſiah; * 
6 


( 14 ) 


the bleſſing is unto all, and upon all them that be- 
lieve. Call us Gentile dogs, if you pleaſe; we are 


fo, and the moſt contemptible name is not too bad for 


us. Yet do not wiſh to exclude us from the bleſſ- 
ings comprehended in this promiſe. We alſo hope 
for eternal happineſs through the / ed of Abraham, 
the Mzss1aH; who, we conceive, is already come, 
and we ougbt not to look for another. This you 


doubt. This I firmly believe. If I am wrong, may 


God convince me to-day! O! convince me before 
this multitude ; and let thy Iſrael, if they are wrong, 
bow to the ſceptre of truth, that we may no longer 
he at variance, but all confeſs the glory of God in the 
promiſed ſeed. 

Let us, therefore, candidly inquire into theſe three 
particulars ; firſt, Whether the Meſſiah be actually 
come; fecondly, If he be, who this Meſſiah is; and 
thirdly, What bleſſings all nations derive from him? 

Firſt, Is the Mefitah come? It appears to me that 
be is. In ſupport of this I ſhall adduce, though I am 
but a child in knowledge, four Scriptures, which I 
think are concluſive ; wiſer men, I dare ſay, could 


bring a thouſand. - 


Ihe firſt paſſage to which 1 ſhall refer, you will find 
in the forty-ninth chapter of Geneſis, where Jacob, 
bleſſing his ſons, pronounces the following on Ju- 
dah : «© Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren ſhall 
« praiſe ; thy hand fhall be on the neck of thine enc- 
mies; thy father's children ſhall bow down before 
c thee. Judah is a lion's whelp ; from the prey, my 
ct fon, thou art gone up; he ſtooped down, he couched. 
«282 lion, and as an old lion; who ſhall rouſe him 
«ap? The ſceptre ſhall not depart from Judah, nor a 
« hawpiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; 
« and unto him ſhall the gathering of the people be.“ 
Setting aſide all the needleſs objections of your 
nation concerning the tranſlation of theſe words, let 
us, for a moment, conſider their import; for men of 
: wildom 


* 


(IS 3 
wiſdom and learning, like you, know that all objec» 
tions of that ſort are merely cavils. Allowing the 
Hebrew word, which we tranſlate ſceptre, to mean a 
rod, as you ſay, yet there is no doubt but it means 
a ſtaff or rod of power, not of affliction. This 1s 
plain from what follows in the ſame ſentence—** nor 
a lawgiver from between his feet ;*” for you can- 
not deny but the word rendered /awgiver, is properly 
tranſlated ; ſo that if we leave out the word /ceptre, 
the meaning will be plain enough ; namely, that go- 
verning power ſhall not depart from Judab till Shiloh 
come; but Judah governs no more—the ſceptre is 
departed. I ſhall not attempt to prove the exact time 
when it did depart; you are much wiſer than I, and 
know much better than I can tell you. My argu- 
ment is, that the ſceptre is nowdeparted, and all know-' 
ledge of regal, ſacerdotal, and tribal deſcent utterly. 
loſt, Eighteen hundred years, nearly, hath Jeru- 
falem been deſtroyed, nor is there a trace ot ſove- 
reignty remaining, or the hope of it poſſible. Are 
theſe things ſo, or are they not? Have you a king, or 
have you not? Where is your. lawgiver? Where is 
the knowledge of your tribes ? I defy the moſt learned 
Jew to tell me which of you is of Judah, which of 
Levi, or to what tribe he himſelf belongs. But this 
you all know, that the ſceptre is departed from Ju- 
dah, and a lawgiver from between his feet. Then 
it follows, either that the unchanging God hath fled 
from his promile, or that Shiloh is come. You alſo 
know that about the time when the ſceptre departed, 
there appeared in the world a AN Max, which 
was afterwards crucified at Jeruſalem ; and that about 
that time many of your nation expected the Mefhiah ; 
did they not ? Let hiſtory, let your own writers be 
witneſſes. But if you will not believe that Shiloh is 
come, why do you pretend to believe this promiſe, 
ſecing, if he is not come, it cannot be que ? 5 


6 The 
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The next proof 1 fhall alledge, is a paſſage in the 
ninth chapter of Daniel; “ Seventy weeks are de- 
4 termined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, 
« to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of 
4 fins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſea! up 
et the viſion and prophecy, and to anoint the moſt 
4 holy. Know, therefore, and underſland, that from 
ec the going forth of the commandment to reſtore 
ce and to build Jeruſalem unto the Meſſiah the Prince, 
«ſhall be ſeven weeks, and threeſcore and two weeks; 
the ſtreet ſhall be built again, and the wall, even in 
* troublous times. And after threeſcore and two 
«weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cor or, do you. hear 
ee thit, O ye Jews! Mksstan SHALL BE CUT err, 
but not fer himſelf ; and the people of the prince 
that ſhall come, ſhall deſtroy the city and the 
& fanctuary; and the end thereof ſhall be with a 
flood; and unto the end of the war deſolations 
* ate determined. And he ſhall confirm the cove- 
nant with many for one week; and in the midſt 


% of the week he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the ob- 


* lation to ceaſe, and for the overſpreading of abo- 
ec minations he ſhall make it deſolate, even until the 
* conſummation, and that determined ſhall be poured 
& upon the defolate.” You pay more reſpect to your 
Rabbies and their ſayings, than to God and his law, 
One of them hath paſſed a bitter curſe. on any one 
that dares to calculate the time of the Meſſiah's com- 
ing He prays that his bowels may guſh out. They 
are conſcious that he is come, and with, by impreca- 
tions like this, to deter you from. ſearching for the 
truth; but this will not deter me. I am too young 
and unlearned to enter into accurate computations; 
but I appeal to the moſt learned Jew, whether theſe 
feventy jubilge weeks, or weeks of years, mult not 
have long fie expired, and conſequently, whether 
the Mefliah muſt not have appeared, and been cut off, 

| as 
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as hiſtory reports? Seventy weeks of years amount to 
four hundred and ninety years. The period cannot 
be aſcertained exactly when thoſe weeks commenced. 
Some fix one time, and ſome another. But that is 
immaterial. Let this ſuffice, they are long ſince paſt. 
The text ſays, © ſeventy weeks are determined to finiſh 
<« the tranſgreſſion, to make an end of fins, to make 
<« reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
„ laſting righteouſneſs, and who can bring in an ever- 
“ laſting righteouſneſs but an everlaſting God? to 
* ſeal up the viſion and prophecy, and to anoint the. 
* moſt holy.” Moſt of you will agree that Meſſiah 
the Prince, is here intended ; and if not, you muſt 
. confeſs he is meant when his name is mentioned in 
the ſubſequent verſes. *©* From the going forth of the 
% commandment to reſtore and build Jeruſalem, to 
4 Meſſiah the Prince, is ſeven weeks, and threeſcore 
* and two weeks. Your own maſters, if they 
would, could calculate this time more exactly than 
I can. However, let me aſk your conſeiences, whe- 


ther about the time when theſe ſeventy weeks drew to 


a concluſion, there was not a remarkable perſon who 
gave out that he was the Meſſiah; yea, whether many 
of your nation did not become his followers ; and 
whether your fathers did not cuT orr that perſon ? 
as it is ſaid, the Meſſiah ſhall be cut off, but not 
for himſelf.” Alſo, whether he did not pronounce 
at his death, „It is finiſhed?“ After this is done, 


« 'The people of the prince that ſhall come, ſhall de- 


72 


ſtroy the city.” Now you all know the city of Je- 
ruſalem is here meant; but you will obſerve the de- 


ſtruction of it is not mentioned, till after mention is 


made of Meſſiah's being cut off. But who are the 
people of the prince that ſhall come ? Are they not 


the Romans? Did they not deſtroy your city,#nd de- 


ſolate your nation? * To the end of the war deſo- 
« lations are determined. Thouſands, yea, tens of 
THe | ©: 0 hy -” thouſands 


6 is » 
thoufands of your countrymen, according to Joſe. 
phus, periſhed in that bloody war; the country was 
made a deſolation, and ſo it remains to this day, 
But you will obſerve, that the Meſſiah was to be cut 
off, before the people of the prince ſhould come, and 
deſtroy your city. But Jeruſalem is deſtroyed, there- 
fore the Meſſiah is cut off. Why, O Jews, why will 
you be blinded through unbehet ? Why will you thut 
your eyes againſt the clear ſhining of truth? Firſt, 
Meſhah mult be cut off; and then, in conſequence of 
that, the Romans ſhall come, and deſtroy your city. 
Is Jeruſalem deſtroyed, or is it not? It is deſtroyed ; 
and your people remain, to this day, ſcattered up and 
down upon the face of the earth. God's promiſes 
can never fail. It is therefore in vain for you to ſay, 

our finfulneſs hinders their fulfilment. This is not 

a conditional promiſe, but it is poſitive; © Seventy 
de weeks are DETERMINED ; the Meſſiah sn LL be 
cut off.“ When Ifrael was in Egypt, and the time 
came when God had promifed to deliver them, their 
unworthinefs did not make God unfaithful, for he 
brought them out the /e!7-/ame night: and ſhall the 
ſeventy weeks expire, and ſhall not the Meſſiah come ? 
But it is ſaid, He ſhall confirm the covenant 
« with Max v, for one week, that is, feven years, 
«© and in the Mibsr of THE WEEK, he ſhall. cauſe the 
& ſacrifice and oblation to ceaſe.“ That is, this 

_ Mefah, whoever he is, ſhall confirm the covenant 
of God with your fathers, concerning himſelf, by 
many nfailible miracles, as well as by his life and 
doctrines. And in the midſt of the week,“ that 
is, in about three years and a half, after he begins 
his work of confirming his covenant, he fhall cauſe 
te the ſacrifice and oblation to ceaſe.“ I fuppoſe this 
means, that by being cut off, not for himſelf, but as 
A ſacrifice for the people, he ſhall, by that one of- 
fering of himſelf, render his work perfect, and _ 

; * | N 4 
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all thoſe ſacrifices and oblations of the ceremonial law 
ineffectual; for types are like ſcaffolding which is 
taken down when the building is compleated. 
I remember, concerning that remarkable perſon 
who appeared about the time theſe ſeventy weeks 
were expired, that he wrought many miracles, and 
conſtantly aſſerted that he was the Meſſiah ; yea, that 
: he was cu off in about three years and a half after 
he had begun preaching ;' that his death happened 
about the time of the evening ſacrifice, ſome ſup- 
poſing that he groaned his laſt at the very moment 
the ſeventy weeks of Daniel were compleated, as the 
angel ſpake to him, about the time of the evening 
oblation. 
Ihe third paſſage I ſhall produce, you will find 
written in the fifth chapter of Micah : © But thou 
e Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among 
* the thouſands of Judah, yet out of thee ſhall he. 
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Iſrael; 
* whoſe goings forth have been from of old, from 
« everlaſting.” That the Meſſiah is here ſpoken of, 
and the place of his nativity pointed out, the Jews 
themſelves acknowledge; for when Herod inquired 
where the Meſſiah ſhould be born, the chief prieſts . 
and ſcribes anſwered, in Bethlehem of Judah, al- 
ledging this prophecy in proof. That this prophecy 
might be fulfilled, God cauſed Czfar to make a de- 
cree that the whole land ſhould. be regiſtered; for 
which purpoſe all were commanded to go to their 
'Own city. Joſeph, being of the family of David, 
went to Bethlehem, where Jeſus was born; de- 
claring, by his enrolment, of what family he was, 
and likewiſe fulfilling the words of this prophecy. 
Where is Bethlehem now? From thence, accord- 
ing to your own teachers, Meſſiah is to come. But 
Bethlehem is deſtroyed : therefore Meſhah is come. 
Jeruſalem is no more; Bethlehem is no more: 
therefore, either this S cannot be fulfilled, 
1 | or 
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il. or it is already fulfilled ; for © out of thee ſhall he 
| come forth unto me, that is to be ruler in 
_ 2 6 Ifrael:”” he ſhall go out from me; do the work 
1 which he hath undertaken, and come to me again. 
Wl © Therefore will he give them up, until the time 
'<< that ſhe which travailerh hath brought forth; then 
i c the remnant of his brethren ſhall return unto the 
children of Iſrael.” I cannot tell how you may 
{| | interpret this text, but T ſuppoſe it partly means that 
I; Iſrael ſhall be given up, till the fulneſs of the Gen- 
| tiles ſhall come in. Then ſhall all Iſrael confeſs the 
Meſſiah, and be ſaved with an everlaſting ſalvation. 
When that glorious event will take place God onl 
knows; but I truſt it is not far off. I think it is 
very near: and he alone, who ruleth above, knows 
whether this day may not be the beginning of that 
glorious ſeaſon; and whether the converſion of the 
Fawn may not be the means of ſpreading the Goſpel 
from pole to pole. 

The laſt Scripture, from which J ſhall argue the 
point, is contained in the third chapter of Malachi : 
« Behold, I will ſend my meflenger, and he ſhall 
„prepare the way before me: and the Lord whom 
ye ſeek ſhall ſuddenly come to his temple, even 
* the meſſenger of the covenant, whom ye delight 1] 
„ in: behold, he thall come, faith the Lord of 
* hoſts.” To this I ſhall ſubjoin a paſſage in 
Haggai: © And I will ſhake all nations, and the 
« deſire of all nations mall come: and I will fill 
© this houſe with glory, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. 

« The filver is mine, and the gold is mine, faich 

* the Lord of hoſts. The glory of this latter houſe 

«« ſhall be greater than of the former, ſaith the Lord 

* of hoſts : and in this place will I give peace, faith 

„ the Lord of hoſts.” I thall argue from both theſe 
aſſages at once. Now there is no Jew but will ac- 

* that the ſecond temple, built by Zerub- 


. babel, was ſo far inferior to that of Solomon, that 
| there 
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there was no compariſon between them; for though 
Herod beautified this ſecond temple, and laviſhed 
vaſt ſums upon it, yet it was not in Herod's power 
to make it like Solomon's in glory. Compared with 
that, it was contemptible ; but God, for the com- 
fort of his people, here promiſes that its glory ſhall 
exceed the glory of the former. For the Lord 
„ whom ye ſeek ſhall ſuddenly come to his temple— 
„ even the deſire, or deſirable object, of ALL na- 
« tions.” And it is evident that the preſence of 
the Meſſiah, God incarnate, was, according to this 
promiſe, to give it that ſuperior glory. 

Now, O Jews! your temple is deſtroyed, and 
you can have no reaſonable expeCtation,of another, 
How then can this promiſe be fulfilled, if it is not 
already fulfilled? How can the meſſenger of rhe 
covenant come into that temple which is now de- 
ſtroyed? But it is evident it was not to be de- 
ſtroyed till he had come into it. As, therefore, it 
is deſtroyed, the meſſenger, the deſire of all nations, 
muſt have already come into it. It cannot be ſpoken 
of a third temple, for God confines the promiſe to 
the ſecond :; © I will fill His houſe with glory; 
and again, The glory of This LATTER HOUSE 
„ ſhall be greater than of the former.” 

© Jews! do ye not now believe? Shall God 
promiſe, and ſhall he not perform ? ls he flack con - 
cerning his promiſe? Will the God of truth amuſe 
you with falſity? By no means: all his promiſes 
ſhall be fulfilied, without the delay of a moment. 
If he ſaid the meſſenger ſhould” come to his temple, . 
depend upon it he is come, as the Lord hath faid. 
May God Almighty enlighten you, that you may 
ſee the meaning of theſe Scriptures ! | 

It is evident, whoever the Meſſiah is, that he is 
come; and nothing but blindneſs and unbelief, 
which have happened unto Iſrael. can engage them 


to look for another, All their hopes, therefore, 
{ like 
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like the, paſt, muſt end in ccnfuſion, till they return 
unto him from whom they Have ſo greatly departed. 
But you will argue, that becauſe of your ſinfulneſs, 
God hath, witbheld his promiſe for a time. Was 


God ever wont to do ſo? When he promiſed you 


deliveranee from Egypt, did he not deliver you the 
ſelf. ſame night as he had promiſed ? did he not bring 
you forth with a mighty hand — lead you through the 
Red-Sea, and overwhelm your purſuers in the mighty 


deep? Did he not lead you forty , years through a 

s px howling wilderneſs ? and, notwithſtanding your 
' rebellion, brought you into the promiſed land? If, 
then, God hath been faithful in leffer matters, mall a 


he not keep his word concerning the Meſſiah ? Yes; 
he hath kept his word, and Meſſiah is come. But 
Who is the Meſſiah? This brings me to inquire, as 


41 propoſed, "a 15 
Secondly, who the Meſſiah is? And this I. ſhall 
do by inveſtigating in whom is verified all that the 


prophets had toretold concerning him. To this end, 
I thall direct your attention to many paſſages in the 
book of God. Lock into the twenty- ſecond Plalm, 
2nd read the firſt verſe. © My God! my God! why 
« haſt thou forſaken me?“ Theſe words are the lan- 


guage of prophecy, and ſeem to look forward to 


ſomething remarkable. They were ſpoken by Jeſus 


of Nazareth, when he was in the agonies of death, 


and thouſands of the Jews heard him. Read alſo 
the jth and 8th verſes of the ſame Pſalm. © All 
« they that. ſee 2 laugh me to ſcorn: they ſhoot 
ſhake the head, ſaying, He 
„ truſted on the Lord, thar he would deliver him : 
let him deliver him, ſeeing he delighted in him.“ 
Theſe words were alſo ſpoken by the multitude, in 
deriſion of that ſame perſon, while he hung on the 
croſs *, 
| Matt. xzxvii. 43. 


% 


N 


/ Ta the 14th verſe it is ſaid, © I am poured out like - 


&'water,and all my bones are gat of joint.” This ſeems 


to allude tathe dreadful death of crucifixion, which, by 


the extending of the body, and the fudden jerk it ſul- 
tained when the croſs was put down into the hole dug 
for that purpoſe, mult ſometimes diſlocate the limbs; 
and perhaps it was ſo with Jeſus of Nazareth; but it is 
very remarkable concerning him, that a bone of him 
was not broken. Verſe the't ;th fays, -**-My ſtrength 
6 is dried up like a potſherd, and my tongue cleav- 
« eth to my jaws, and thou haſt brought me into the 
„ dutt of death.” Who can the Pfalmiſt be ſpeaking 
of? There is ſomething very ſtriking in the words. 
Whoever he is ſpeaking of, ſeems to-be a man of ſors 
rows, and acquainted with grief, His ſorrows ſeem 
like a burning heat, which hath dried up his ftrength,' 
and caufed a parching thirſt. 1 recolle& alſo another 
paſſage in the Pſalms, which ſays, They gave mealſo 
& gall for my meat, and in my thirſt they -gave me 
& vinegar to drink *.” Is it not very ſurptififiy that 
all this ſhould be fulfilled in Jeſus of Nazareth? for 
they gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gal f. 
O ye Jews ! is not this very remarkable? Bat Tot us 


read again a part of the 22d Pſalm, For dogs have 


% compaſſed me; the aſſembly of the wicked have 
incloſed me.” O my God! what do I'"Tef— 
* Tag 'PtERCED MY HANDS AND MY vEET. “ Juſtſo 
was it done to Jeſus Nazareth; and of à truth hewas 
the Son of -God—he is the Meſſiah that was to come. 
Hear, O Jews! hear the Pfalmiſt ſpeak They 
<< pierced my hands and my feet.“ But who is pier- 
ced? They pierced x, ſaiththe mighty God of jacob g. 
But David proceeds in his prophecy, * They part my 
« garments _—_ them, and caſt lots upon my vel- 
* ture.“ O my ſoul! who can refiſt thè power of 
truth? This alſo was exactly fulfilled in Jeſus of Na- 
* Poa, laix, 21, + Matt. xxvii. 48. Mark xv. 25, John, xix. 29. 
NN : : $Zech, xi. 10, 

zareth. 
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zzreth. The Roman ſoldiers took his garments, and 
made four parts, to every ſoldier a part; but his coat, 
being very curiouſly wrought, they ſaid, Let us not 
rent it, but caſt lots for it, whoſe it ſhall be: fo 
they parted his raiment among them, and upon his 
And you elſewhere read 
of tae perſon that betrayed him, Yea, mine own 
4 familiar friend, in whom I truſted, which did eat 
* of my bread, hath lift up his heel againſt me 4.” 
Now Judas eat with his maſter the very night in 
which he betrayed him, as you all know; but 
from what motive did Judas betray his maſter ? 
Why he fold him for gain; and the very ſum for 
which he was fold, is mentioned by one of your own 


_ Prophets ; as alſo what uſe ſhould be afterwards made 


of the. money. ** And I faid unto them, if ye think 
* good, give me my price; and if not, forbear : ſo 
© they weighed for my price. thirty pieces of ſilver. 


And the Lord faid unto me, caſt it unto the potter; 


t a goodly price that I was priced at of them. And 
« þ took the thirty pieces of ſilver, and caſt them to 

<.the potter in the houſe of the Lordi.“ When 
Judas had fold his maſter for thirty pieces of filver, 
his conſcience would not ſuffer him to keep them; 
he came, therefore, to the chief prieſts and elders, and 
confeſling he had betrayed innocent blood, threw 
down'the money before them IN THE TEM TLZ. How 


act does this agree with the 1 zuſt quoted. 


And I took the thirty pieces of ſilver, and caſt them 
0 the potter in the Haute of the Lord, that is, the 
temple; .** and the chief prieſts and elders taking 


council, bought with them the potter's field to 


« bury ſtrangers in J.“ | 5 
When Jeſus of Nazareth was taken by wicked 
hands, his diſciples all forſook him, and fled. And 


9. 1k. 23. + Pra. Ii. 9. lv. 12— 14. 4 Zech. xi. 12, 13. 
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this 
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this was predicted by the prophet Zechariah, “ Awake; 
“ Oſword ! againſt my ſhepherd; and againſt 1 
„Max that is my FELLow, faith the Lord of holts 
* ſmite the ſhepherd, and the ſheep ſhall be ſcat- 
e tered®*.” Read alſo in Iſaiah, I gave my back 
© to the ſmiters,. and my cheeks to them that plucked. . 
* off the hair: I hid not my face from ſhame. and 
© ſpitting.” Not only was the back of Jeſus ſcourged, 
as the Evangeliſt informs us, © but they ſpit in his 
« face, and buffeted him, and ſmote him with the | 
* palms of their hands}.” His death was foretold E 
by the prophet Daniel, Meſſiah ſhall be cutoff.” : 
: And the manner of his diſſolution was prefigured by 
the brazen ſerpent, which Moſes fixed on a pole.“ l 
* TI ſhall beg leave to read a part of the fifty - third f 
chapter of Iſaiah, For he ſhall grow up before him 
as a tender plant, and as à root out. of a dry }. 
* ground; he hath no form nor comelineſs: and 
| * when we ſhall ſee him, there is no beauty that we 
; * ſhould defire him. He is deſpiſed and rejected 
of men; a man of ſorrows and acquainted with 
25 ** ; and we hid as it were our faces from him; 1 
ehe was deſpiſed, and we eſteemed him not. Surely. 
e he hath borne our griefs, and carried our ſortowsz 
if * yet we did eſteem him ſtricken; ſmitten of God, | 
and afflicted. But he was:-wpunded.for our tranſ- ; 
„ preſſions, he was S#ruiſed. for our iniquities: the 
* chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him; and with Li 
I hit /tripes we are healed. All we, like ſheep, have 
gone aſtray ; we have turned eyery.one to his own K 
<« way ; and the Lord hath laid on him the 3 | | 
* of us all. He was oppreſſed, and he was afflicted, 
, 00 yet he opened not his mouth; he is brought. as a 
* lamb to the ſlaughter, and as à ſheep before her. ," 
" & ſhearezs is dumb; ſo he openeth-not his mouth. A 


* 22 | : | n 
f v 7. T IIa. 1.6. 1 Matt. xxxi. 67. J Dan. ix. 26. 
| Numb. Xxi. 9. 


D ee He 


(9 
« He was taken. from priſon and from. judgment : 


« and who ſhall declare his generation? for he was 
 < cut off out of the land of the living: for the tranſ- 


|: « preſſion of my people was he ſtricken. And he 
15 * made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich 
4 | te in his death; becauſe he had done no violence, nei- 
4 « ther was any deceit in his mouth,” According to 
bi. the acknowledgment of one of your own teachers, 
5 this prophecy hampers you more than any other; and 
9 ſome of you have wiſhed it had not been written, or 
1 that it were expunged from the Old Teſtament writ- 


ings. It is a rule among ſome of you, that you muſt be- 
lieve all your teachers. Many of them have attempted 
to explain this Scripture; and moſt of them have 
differed in their ſentiments concerning it. Some have 
a ffixmed it relates to David, ſome to *. ſome to 
- Zechariah, and others to Zerubbabel.- But, agreeably, 
| to your on rule, you muſt believe them all. Now 
_ one of them has explained it as referring to the Meſ- 
1 ſiah. Why then do ye not believe him? And he. 
1 has tranſlated the words, ſmitten of God and af. 
4 flicted.“ God bimſelf was ſmitten and humbſed. 
But wiſe men, like yoo, will not be blind followers. 
of any man's opinion. I aſk you, therefore, of 
4 whom doth the Prophet here ſpeak ? You know, O 
1 Jews! that he ſpeaks of the Methah, who was © cut; 
7 off for your ſins “ who made his grave with the. 
wicked, —was crucified between two thieves, 4 
e and with the rich in his death;“ for he was bu- 
tied in the grave of a rich man. O Jews! through. 
"i this man only, can you have hope of everlaſting life 
But you will ſay, „I will not believe in a crucified. 
_ God, a God that hath been hanged.” But why not? 
becaufe the veil is ſtil upon your hearts; and unleſs. 
the Great God is pleaſed to remove it, I know that 
the fooliſhneſs of my preaching will never convince 
you 80 you ſay, you will not have a crucified. Sa- 
iout What! not have him whom the Plalmiſt per- 
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ſonates, when he ſays, „They pierced my hands 
and my feet.” What! not believe in him; © who 
« hath borne your ſorrows ;” and, as the Prophet 
ſpeaks, © caſt your fins into the depths of the ſea?” 
Will you not have this Prince to reign oyer you? But 
ou ſay, © it was never deſigned that your Meſfiah 

ould be a ſufferex.” * You certainly know other- 
wiſe; for it was fore-ordained that he ſhould be.cut 
off— that the ſword ſhould awake, and ſmite the 
ſhepherd, God's equal, and that the ſheep ſhould be 
_ ſcattered, and all with a” view that the ſaying might 
be verified, © I have trodden the wine-preſs alone, 
© and of the people there was none with me.“ But 
who is God's equal? Is the wiſeſt Prophet —is the 
greateſt monarch, equal with the great God? Nay, 
is the higheſt Archangel in heaven his equal? 
No.—You ſhudder. to entertain ſuch. an idea. But 
the text ſays, © againſt the Man that is my FELLOW, 
% my EQUAL :” and this is no other than that Chiid 
« which ſhould be born, that Son which ſhould be 
given, the Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty 
God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace“ 
The God-man, the Meſſiah, that ſeed of the woman 


ce which hath bruiſed the ſerpent's head; and in 


hom all the nations of the earth ſhall be bleſſed.” 
But your Meſſiah is ſpoken. of in Scripture as a pro- 
pPbet, prieft and king. He is à prephet. I will raiſe 
«« them up a prophet. from among their brethren, 
< lke unto thee, and will put my word in his mouth, 
% and he ſhall ſpeak unto them all that {halt com- 
«mand him. And it ſhall come to paſs, that who- 
ever will not hearken unto my words, Which he 
« ſhall ſpeak in my name, I wilt require it of him f. 
This prophet is to be © raiſed u 85 among their 
&« brethren.” Jeſus of Nazareth anſwers io the cha- 


racter ſo far. He was born a Jew, of the ſeed o. 
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(a8 ) 
Abrallam, of the tribe of Judah, of the houſe of 
David, in Bethlehem of Judah. He is, moreover, 
'$o be like Moſes in meekneſs; © he was as a lamb 
% dumb before the ſhearers. —In power and work- 
ing miracles, the winds and the waves obey him; he 
diſcerned the thoughts, raiſed the dead, and healed 
'all "manner of diſeaſes. And, his miracles were not 
merely as marvellous as thoſe which Moſes wrought, 
but vaſtly more aſtoniſhing. Some of you, how- 
ever, will ſay, it was all deluſion, and ee better 
than enchantment. But an aſſertion is not a proof. 
Tou alſo ſay, that he obtained the power of working 
miracles, by ſtealing the great name J:novan, out 
of the temple. But in ſaying this, you do in effect 
fay, either that he overpowered God, and ſo. ſtole 
the name againſt his will, or that God was careleſs 
about it; or that being willing he ſhould take it, ſet 
Bis ſeal to a lie, and thus ſuffered thouſands of poor 
ſinners to be deluded. ' But, I hope, you will be diſ- 
poſed to confeſs the truth, that this is the very pro- 
phet which God had ſo long promiſed. If he had 
not been the anointed of the Lord, never, never would 
thoſe miracles have been wrought which fo clearly 
evince that he was the true Meſſiah. Jefus caſt out 
evils; and if Satan caſt out Satan, his kingdom 
cannot ſtand ; but eil ſpirits themſelves confeſs, 
% Thou art the Holy One of God ;” and they aſk, 
i« Art thou come to torment us before the time?“ 
They had no power to enter into the ſwine till they 
had firſt obtained his permiſhon. 
The laſt proof that Jeſus is that prophet which was 
to ariſe, you will find in the book of Deuteronomy, 
„ When a Prophet ſpeaketh in the name of the Lord, 
L jf the thing follow not, nor come to paſs, that is the 
te thing which the Lord hath not ſpoken*.” But it 


"hath not been ſo with our Prophet, He predicted 
1 „ . . . 
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eoncerning Jeruſalem, the three-walled city, that it 


ſhould be deſtroyed, and that © one ſtone of the tem- 


64 ple ſhould not be left upon another, that ſhould nat 


de thrown down.“ All the efforts of wicked men 


to rebuild it have proved Abortive, and the place where 
it once ſtood can ſcarcely be aſcertained. He alſo 
foretold, that .in the latter days falſe prophets ſhould 
< ariſe, and deceive many. That prediction is now 


_ fulfilling. He alſo foretold his own death, and va- 


rious other things, which we cannot now mention; 
all of which have been, or will be, exactly accom» 
pliſned. And as Moſes inſtructed the people, ſo did 
Chriſt ; and particularly in the law of love. Is it not 
declared, . He that will not hearken to my words, 


.« which he ſhall ſpeak, I will require it of him.” There 


appears to be ſomething more implied than ſpoken in 
this ſentence. I am ready to believe it refers to the 
bleeding ſorrows of your nation for rejecting the Meſ- 
ſiah: and till yourepent, andturn unto him, your wounds 


. will not be healed. Come, dear Jews, come and 
learn of our Prophet and yours, He will teach you 


the meaning of all your types and ſhadows. He will 


ſhew you the ſpirituality of the moral law, and how 
you may be delivered from the wrath to come. 


Your Meſſtah is a prieſt as well as a prophet. ** The 


Lord hath ſworn, and will hot repent: thou art a 
* prieſt for ever after the order of Melchizedek“.“ 


He is the great, the everlaſting High Prieſt of Iſrael. 
Does every high prieſt offer a ſacrifice ? What doth 
he ſay, Sacrifice and offering thou didſt not defire ; 
** burnt-offering, and ſin- offering haſt thou not re- 
« quired, Then ſaid I, Lo, I come to do thy will, 
O God:! And he offered not the blood of bulls 


and goats, but his own blood. Thou haſt made 


% his ſoul,” ſaith Iſaiah, a ſacrifice for ſin: and 


bby that one offering he hath for ever perfected 


Palm c 4. 1 Prams xl, —8. 
y | them 


* * 0 ad 4 = 


139 
them that believe. And now, The Lord is gone 
up with a ſhout he is entered into the Holy of 


Holies — the heaven of heavens, where he now appears 


« making interceſſion for the tranſgreſſors . 

Our Jeſus of Nazareth is alſo a King. © Rejoice 
« greatly, O daughter of Zion! ſhout, O daughter 
* of Jerufalem ! behold, thy King cometh noe thee : 
he is juſt, and having falvation ; lowly, and riding 
upon an aſs, and upon a colt the foal of an aſs 4.” 
You expect your king to appear like a conquering 
Alexander, ſurrounded with great worldly ſplen- 
dour: but hear, O ye Jews! he was to come 


_ . < lowly, and riding on an aſs4.” And did he not 


accompliſh this Scripture, when he rode to Jeruſa- 
lem, alternately, on an aſs and an aſs's colt? while 
attending thouſands, with joyful acclamations, cried, 
« Hoſanna to the Son of David! blefled is he that 
« cometh in the name of the Lord!“ But it was 
not a great while after, that theſe very men, many 
of them, however, exclaimed, with the moſt im- 
placable malice, <« Crucify him! crucify him!“ 
What! crucify your King? Yes, O Jews! and you, 
of the preſent generation, reject that very King. 
Be aſſured, notwithſtanding, that God hath ſet him 
„upon his holy hill of Sion,“ and ſolemnly ſaid, 
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 
4 Aſk of me, and I will give thee the heathen for 
* thine inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the 
c earth for thy poſſeſſion f. —“ Thou ſhalt bave 


« dominion from ſea to ſea, and from the river unto 


the ends of the earth 5.“ “ Sit thou at my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footſtool . 
—* Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; the 
„ ſ{ceptre of thy kingdom is a right ſceptre. Thou 
« lovelt righteouſneſs, and hateſt wickedneſs ; there- 
fore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of 
* Ja. liii. 12. . + Zech. iz. g. 1 Palm ii. 6—8. . 
Palm Kü. 8. | Psalm cx. 1. 
2 « pladneſs 


| 631 ) 
« pladneſs above thy fellows *.” If this laſt paſſage 


be not explained with reference to one who is both 
God and man, it never can be explained at all. 
Such a perſon is Jeſus of Nazareth, the Son of God, 
and King of Ifrael, who was to reign in rightéouſ- 
neſs, and rule in judgment +. | 

There is one thing I might have mentioned before, 
but will not omit it in this place. The Scriptures 
not only predict the death of Chriſt, but his reſur- 
rection alſo, Jonah's deliverance from the whale's 
belly was an emblem of this; and the,Pfalmiſt, in 
the perſon of the Meſſiah, ſays, Thou wilt not 
4 leave my ſoul in hell, the place of the dead, ** nei- 


, ther wilt thou ſuffer Shine Haly One to ſee corrupti- 


* on}.”” And, as though he were addreſſinghim, Thou 
* haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led captivity 
« captive; thou haſt received gifts for men; yea, 
for the rebellious alſo, that the Lord God might 
« dwell among them $.” But who is aſcended ? 
Why, God hath gone up with a-ſhout, and our 
* Lord with the ſound of a trumpet. - But before 


he aſcends, he muſt deſcend ; and you all very well 


know, that God, as a Spirit, who fills every place, 
cannot be ſaid to aſcend or deſcend : it is, without 
doubt, therefore, the incarnate. God who is here 
ken of—the man who groaned on Calvary—woſe 
om the dead the third day, and, by many infallible 
proofs, manifeſted himſelf to be the riſen Saviour; 
and then, after forty days, in the preſence of a great 
multitude, was taken up, and à cloud received him 
out of their ſight. 
But all this, O Jews ! you ſtumble at. But though 
a * ſtone of ſtumbling, and a rock of offence to 
both the houſes of Iſrael ||,” be is, nevertheleſs, 
the foundation, the tried ſtone, the precious corner- 


ſtone, which God hath laid in Sion F. Nor is 


„Pealm xlv. 6, . + Isa.xxxii. 1. 7 Pialm xvi. 10. 
S Pal vi. 16. {| Lad. vie 4. J Tan. ü. 16. 
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there ſalvation in any other. Dear Jews are you" 


not convinced? ' Behold the rocks, the elements, 
are your inſtructors! for, at the death of Jefus, the 
earth, trembled—the rocks were rent—the graves 
were opened many fhrouded bodies aroſe from 
their ſepulchres—the ſun withheld its wonted light, 


and a tenfold darkneſs enveloped the face of day. 


Dienyfius, a heathey philoſopher, beholding this 
dreadful ſight, and knowing it to be contrary to 
the common courſe of nature, for an eclipſe of the 
ſun to happen at the time of the full moon, is report- 
ed to have exclaimed, Either the frame of nature 
* 18 diſſolving, or the God of nature ſuffers.” And 
when I tell you that this man was afterwards a con- 
vert to Chriſtianity, it may, perhaps, give energy to 


the language he then uttered. Now; if the things I 


have been ſaying concerning Jeſus of Nazareth be not 


true, why did not ſome writers of that day, inftead 


of ſtrengthening their evidence, as ſome of them have 
done, contradict them at the time they were firſt pro- 
pagated ? Joſephus, your own hiſtorian, ſo far from 


- denying what I have been preaching, ſeems to be half 


2 convert. Hear what he ſays upon this point. 
About this time there was one Jeſus, a wi/e man, 
it a man he may be called, who was a great worker of 
miracles, and a teacher of thoſe that were curious, and 


. defirous to learn the truth; and he had a great many 


followers, both Jews and. Genti/es, This was the 
Chriſt that was accuſed by the princes and'great men- 
of our nation. Pilate delivered him up to the crols ; 
and all this notwithſtanding, thoſe that loved him at 
firſt, -did-not forſake him. He was ſeen alive again 
the third day after his crucifixion,” as had been tore- 
told, with a thouſand other things, by. ſeveral. pro- 
phets, and there are a ſort of people who, to this day, 
bear the name of Chriſtians, as owning him for their 
head“. Who can withſtand ſuch evidence? Ca 
Josephus, beok 18, chap,in * 
6 Jou, 


7 


— 


1 


. 14688 
you, O ye Jews! No; I am firmly perſuaded that 
many, I had almoſt faid every one of you, are fully 
convinced that the Meſſiah is come, and that Jeſus of 
Nazareth is that Meſſiah, | 

I now proceed to the third thing propoſed, the 
bleſſings promiſed to be derived from him. * In th 
< ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed.” 
hope you will excuſe my brevity on this head, as I 
have preached till I have nearly exhauſted all my 
ſtrength. There is a ſweet promiſe for you, my dear 
Jews, in the book of Iſaiah t, where the prophet ſpeaks 


of the root of Jeſſe, which you know is the Mcfſiah, 


as © ſtanding for an enſign of the people, and ſays, 
* to it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, and his reſt ſhall be 
ce glorious ; and in that day the Lord ſhall ſet his 
* Rand again the ſecond time to gather you from the 
* nations where you are diſperſed.” You fay, you 
are not reſtored from your former captivity ; but that 


is nonſenſe. God had fixed a time to deliver you, and 


he was faithful to his word. He never was wont to 
— even for the fin of idolatry, but to the third or 

urth generation, What then bath Iſrael done, that 
he ſhould caſt them off ſo long? O Jews! you have 
rejected the Meſhah---that is the reaſon; and to this day 
you obſtinately reje& him. But if you now believe, 


the curſe ſhall be removed, and you ſhall be bleſſ- 
ed in him. Pray do not any longer reject him who 


is the only hope of Iſrael ; he waits to be gracious to 


will turn to the Lord Meſſiah; 
verſion will be the great means of effecting the uni- 
verſal ſpread of the Goſpel. I am certain, however, 


you and to bleſs you; but he cannot unleſs you be- 
ieve in him. It is a truth moſt certain, that the 


Jews ire preſerved a diſtin& people for the purpoſe of 
accompliſhing a variety of promiſes. and that when 


the fulneſs of the Gentiles ie akt in, 4d Tirael, 
probably their con- 
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that © God hath, not caſt away his people whom he 
\ foreknew.” It is evident from their preſent condition, 
which is nothing leſs than a ſtanding miracle, that 
they are preſerved for ſome very extraordinary event. 
Never did any other people ſubſiſt, for a ſingle century 
. only, wholly ſeparate fram their conquerors. Neverdid 
any other people, diſperſed through ſo many nations, 
continue as with a wall of fire round about them, not 
for one age merely, but for thouſands of years. Look 
ata Jew,and you ſee a miracle; —his nation is ſtam 
ed on his countenance; and it is an honourable na- 
tion. Look at a Jew, and you ſee a man tenacious of 
the traditions of his fathers; but incapable of obeying 
one of the ordinances of Moſes —without a temple, 
without a pries, without a /,, or a, capability 
of offering to God an acceptable ſervice.— Lock at a 
Jew, and you are a witneſs of the accompliſhment of 
all the threatnings of Moſes and the prophets, Be- 
Hold a Jew, and you ſee an expectant of the fulfil- 
ment of the Scriptures, and, à monument of their 
veracity ; for the time will come, I hope it is near, 
when all Ifrael ſhall be ſaved. [will make an end 
« of all nations, but I will never make a full end 
% of thee.” And how happy LI ſhall. be, if God is 
| Pleaſed to make my words the beginning of ſal- 
vation to but one of Abraham's ſeed ! that the Re- 
deemer may come to him from Sion, and turn away 
ungodlineſs from Iſrael. "oor? wit ol; 4 
And now, Sirs, what ſay you ? Have I ſpoken to 
you, though in great weakneſs, yet the words of 
truth? If 1 have been unfaithful, may I not ſpeak 
another word! But if l have diſplayed the truth of 
God, why, poor ſinners, will ye be {till blinded? 
I am as certain, as that this book of God: is given 
by inſpiration, that, many of your_nation are con- 
vince) that our jeſus is the promiſed ſeed ; for ſome 
of your teachers have exhorted their friends, when 
on their dying · beds, to believe in the ſame Meſſiah 
i, | f 1 i Which 


— 


. 
which Chriſtians acknowledge: and yet theſe men, 
in public, will deny that he is the Meſſiah. What 
does all this prove, but that they ſtubbornly reſiſt 
the light, and ſtifle the convictions of their con- 
ſcience? I am perſuaded that many of you are con- 
vinced of the truth of what I have been ſaying; 
but you are attached to your old religion—you are 


averſe to the idea of changing it, and ſo you reject 
the counſel of God, and the only-Meſhah. Some 


of you are learned men. Search the Scriptures.- 


You think you underſtand them better than we 
Gentiles do: but, aſſure yourſelves, there are many 
poor, unlearned, Gentile Chriſtians, who can better 
explain the types and ſhadows of your law than the 


moſt learned of the Jews. What ſay you to theſe 


things ? IF Jeſus be not the Meſſiah, why were the 
prophecies ſo exactly fulfilled in him? If you will 
not believe in Jeſus, do not. believe your prophets. 
If you want another Saviour, ſhew us another law. 
If you reje& Jeſus, reje&- Moſes: alſo, for Moſes 
ſpake of him. | 

Jeſus is my Saviour; my ſoul relies on him. And 
though he is the ſtone which is © ſet at nought by you 
ce builders, he is, nevertheleſs, the head-ſtone of the 
corner. Neither is their ſalvation in any other.” If 
you reject him, you reje& everlaſting life; you are 
condemned by your own law, being incapable of 


worſhipping God as that law requires; you have not 


the benediction pronounced upon you, for none was 
permitted to pronounce it but the High Prieſt. But 
in Jeſus all nations ſhall be bleſſed—Jews and Gen- 
tiles. The. Gentiles, among whom youdwell, believe in 
Jeſus, and are bleſſed in him; and ſhould you aſk, 
Jam fure they would tell you, that they never knew 
what true joy and happineſs meant, till they believed 
in him. But, perhaps, you are aſhamed to acknow- 
ledge him. Why ſo? You will not be alone—others 
have done it before you. There was Xeres the Jew, 
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whoſe book I now hold up, he is a witneſs againſt you. 
He was converted to the Chriſtian faith in 1710, and 
has tratiſlated. many paſſages of your Hebrew Bible, 
and proved, from your. own books, that Jeſus is the 
true Meſhah. O may the Spirit of God diſpoſe you 
to follow his example ! and then ſhall you be com- 
pletely bleſſed in time, and to eternity, | 
The God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the 
God of Jacob, look down upon you with complacency, 
and enlighten your dark underſtandings; and ma 
ou become witneſſes with me, that Jeſus of Nazar 


is the true Meſſiah! 


HYMN. 


FROM' all that dwell below the okias, 
Let the Creator's praise arise! 
Let the Redeemer's name be sung. 


. Through every land by ev'ry tongue. 

WY Eternal are thy mercies, Lord, | i 
Ke Eternal truth attends thy word : 

: | Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore, 

93 Till sum shall rise and set no more, 

I "Ut » - 

2 

1 . POSTSCRIPT. 


. 2 1 | 
POSTSCRIPT. 


A HAND-BILL of Brothers's Prophecies having been 
just given to me by a Jew, I beg for a moment your farther 
attention, 


_ 


MEN of Israel. Many of. you object to the embracing 
Christianity, because there are amongst us so many sects 
and parties. But, let me candidly ask you, were there not 
many parties and sects among yourselves in ancient days? 
Were there not Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, and many 
others which I cannot enumerate? A person has put into 
my hand a paper respecting the prophecies of Brothers; 
but 1 give no sort of credit to the whimsies of such a mad- 
man. I consider him, nevertheless, as a striking proof of 
the inspiration of the New Testament; which has expressly 
foretold that in the latter days, many false prophets shall 
« arise, and shall deceive many. If any thing be predicted, 
and it comes to pass, agreeably to the time foretold, you 
may have some reason to believe it; but when a man has 
the confidence » prophesy. what is never accomplished, you 
are in duty bound to reject him as an impostor. The pro- 
phecies of this enthusiast are not fulfilled, nor ever will be, 
He is, undoubtedly, one of those false prophets the Serip- 
tures speak of; and, as'be hath arisen, be not surprised if you 
hear of many more. Their pretensions do but concur, 
though without design, to evince the authenticity of that 
Gospel, which was preached by the Apostles of Jesus of 
Nazareth. 1050 


The Lord God of Abraham bless you all“ x 
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RAT TR, AFTER SERMON. 


© LORD God of Abraham! do thou be pleased to com- 
mand thy blessing. Do thou now unseal the dark things of 
prophecy, and give us a saving acqualntance with all the 
truths of thy holy word. None can understand them aright, 
but as thou art pleased to teach them. Lord, do thou shew 


to this people that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah---Shew | 


them that he is the King that reigns in Zion; and that he 


shall reign till all his enemies are under his feet. Do thou 


take the veil from all our hearts, thou dear Lamb of God, 
- who wast crucified for our sins. At thy death the sun was 
darkened, the rocks were shaken, the graves were opened, 
and the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to 
the bottom. OY fend thou the veil from the hearts of thy 
dear Israel now before thee---let them be no longer delud- 
ed, but save them with an everlasting'salvation. O Lord! 
dismiss them and bs with thy divine blessing, for the alone 
take of Messiah, who was cut off for our sins, who was rais- 
ed from the dead for our justification, and who ever liveth to 
make intercession for us. Amen. 


May the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 


come down from heaven into all your hearts! May the Holy 
Spirit, by bis Sacred illuminations, lead you into all truth--- 
wnfold to you the mysterions words of prophecy, and cause 
vou to believe in that Saviour whom your fathers crucified ! 
Then may you join with / us Gentiles, in ascribing to Him, 
wich the Father and the Holy Gbost, everlasting praises. 


gt 
1 


